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Word Study – Glory 

This word study only scratches the surface of the meaning of glory. The only way to truly grasp all 
that this word encompasses is to read the entire bible looking for divine glory and even then it is 
hard to contain God’s glory in written language. This paper tries to assist in our reading of 2 
Corinthians 3:7-11 and understanding the old versus the new covenant.  

2 Corinthians 3:7-11  
7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory (G1391) that the 
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory (G1391), which was being brought to an 
end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory (G1391)? 9 For if there was glory 
(G1391) in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory 
(G1391). 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory (G1391)  has come to have no glory (G1392) at 
all, because of the glory (G1391) that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end came 
with glory (G1391), much more will what is permanent have glory (G1391). 1 

Strong’s 1391. doxa, Pronunciation: DOX-ah;  dignity, glory, honor, praise, worship. Splendor or 
brightness with which the face of Moses was once made luminous, 2 Corinthians 3:7. [1391 (dóksa) 
literally means "what evokes good opinion, i.e. that something has inherent, intrinsic worth" (J. 
Thayer).]  

Brightness: “the glory of the Lord shone around them,” (Lk. 2:9; 2 Cor. 3:9) 

From the base of 1380 dokeo; glory (as very apparent), in a wide application (literal or 
figurative, objective or subjective) -- dignity, glory(-ious), honour, praise, worship. 

Webster 1828 Dictionary: GLO'RY, noun [Latin gloria; planus; hence, bright, shining. glory then, is 
brightness, splendor. The Latin floreo, to blossom, to flower, to flourish, is probably of the same 
family.] 

Topical Lexicon2 

Semantic Theme of Glory 

The term encompasses honor, splendor, radiance, reputation, and the weight of intrinsic worth. It is 
used for divine majesty, the manifested presence of God, the exalted status of Christ, the goal of 
redemption, and the believer’s calling. All senses converge upon the central idea that glory belongs 
properly to God and is His to reveal, share, or withhold. 

 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), 2 Co 3:7–11. 

2 https://biblehub.com/greek/1391.htm 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/niv/2co/3/7/s_1081007
https://biblehub.com/greek/1391.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1380.htm
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Co3.7&off=0&ctx=Spirit+gives+life.+%0a~7%C2%A0Now+if+f%EF%BB%BFthe+minis
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Glory as the Manifest Presence of God 

From the heavenly host proclaiming, “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14), to the light that 
shone around the shepherds (Luke 2:9), glory denotes God’s self-disclosure. Stephen “gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). The 
same presence filled the Tabernacle and Temple (Exodus 40:34; 1 Kings 8:11 LXX uses 1391) and 
now fills the church: “to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations” (Ephesians 3:21). Divine glory therefore moves from sanctuary to Savior to saints. 

The Glory Revealed in Jesus Christ 

“The Word became flesh… We have seen His glory” (John 1:14). Christ’s entire earthly ministry 
manifested glory—first sign at Cana (John 2:11), the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:32), the cross 
(“now is the Son of Man glorified,” John 13:31), resurrection (Romans 6:4), and ascension (1 
Timothy 3:16). The Father answers every petition of the Son that aims at mutual glorification (John 
17:1-5, 22-24). In Him, glory is both revealed and bestowed; He is “the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 
2:8). 

Glory in Salvation and Sanctification 

Justification introduces believers to “the hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:2). Sanctification is a 
progressive transformation “from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Suffering functions as an 
instrument: “our light and momentary affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 
beyond comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17; cf. Romans 8:18). The goal is full conformity to Christ: 
“When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 
3:4). 

Glory as the Church’s Guiding Principle 

Ethics: “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 
10:31). 

Worship: the recurring doxologies—Romans 11:36; Galatians 1:5; Philippians 4:20—frame all 
ministry. 

Mission: the gospel is “for the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:12, 14). 

Leadership: gifted servants are “a glory to Christ” (2 Corinthians 8:23). 

Identity: believers are “our glory and joy” to their shepherds (1 Thessalonians 2:20). 

Contrasting False and Fading Glory 

Created splendor tempts one to idolatry (Matthew 4:8; Romans 1:23). Religious leaders sought 
“glory from one another” (John 5:44) and preferred human praise to God’s (John 12:43). Earthly 
beauty fades like grass (1 Peter 1:24), whereas divine glory endures. The old covenant, though 
glorious, had “no glory in comparison with the surpassing glory” of the new (2 Corinthians 3:10-11). 
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Eschatological Glory 

Christ returns “in the glory of His Father with His angels” (Matthew 16:27). The nations will see “the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory” (Mark 13:26). The New Jerusalem 
“has no need of sun or moon… for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp” 
(Revelation 21:23). Ultimately “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14; cf. Isaiah 6:3). 

Glory and Doxology 

New Testament writers punctuate doctrine and exhortation with praise: “To the only wise God be 
glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen” (Romans 16:27). These doxologies teach that theology 
must culminate in worship and that every blessing flows back to its source in honor. 

Ministry Significance 

Preaching proclaims Christ’s glory; pastoral care prepares saints for glory; sacraments signify glory; 
spiritual gifts operate “for the common good” and ultimately for divine glory (1 Peter 4:10-11). 
Discipline preserves glory by removing reproach. Mercy ministry causes observers to “glorify God 
on the day He visits us” (1 Peter 2:12). 

Practical Response 

1. Faith: “He who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us… for your benefit, so that grace… may 
cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:14-15). 
2. Obedience: walking “worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and glory” (1 Thessalonians 
2:12). 
3. Praise: “Give Him glory, for the hour of His judgment has come” (Revelation 14:7). 
4. Hope: “The God of all grace… will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him 
be the power forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 5:10-11). 

Summary 

Glory permeates Scripture as the self-manifestation of God, climaxes in Christ, transforms 
believers, directs every act of worship and service, exposes vain substitutes, and will fill the 
renewed creation. All theology, mission, and life find their purpose and consummation in this single 
reality: “From Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen” 
(Romans 11:36). 
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https://biblehub.com/isaiah/6-3.htm
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The glory of the Lord dwelt on • Ex 24:16 
Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” • Ex 33:18 
Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed • 1 Sm 4:21 
for the glory of the Lord filled the • 1 Kgs 8:11 
doors, that the King of glory may come in. • Ps 24:7 
Declare his glory among the nations, • Ps 96:3 
Let your glory be over all the earth! • Ps 108:5 
not to us, but to your name give glory, • Ps 115:1 
It is the glory of God to conceal things, • Prv 25:2 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” • Is 6:3 
My glory I will not give to another. • Is 48:11 
And behold, the glory of the God of Israel • Ezk 43:2 
I will change their glory into shame. • Hos 4:7 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, • Mt 25:31 
and the glory of the Lord shone around • Lk 2:9 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth • Lk 2:14 
with the glory that I had with you before • Jn 17:5 
not worth comparing with the glory • Rom 8:18 
you do, do all to the glory of God. • 1 Cor 10:31 
since he is the image and glory of God, • 1 Cor 11:7 
eternal weight of glory beyond all • 2 Cor 4:17 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. • Eph 1:12 
according to his riches in glory in Christ • Phil 4:19 
then you also will appear with him in glory. • Col 3:4 
on in the world, taken up in glory. • 1 Tm 3:16 
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it • Rv 21:23 
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