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Week 17 - Authentic Christianity - Exhibit A 

Homework Assignment 

Read through chapter XII - Exhibit A and while you are doing this take time to think about how 

the ideas presented apply to your life, your journey with God. The story of your life is like no 

other, it is your Exhibit A. It is the "evidence that can't be denied, evidence that persuades and 

convicts, evidence that clinches the case." It is the evidence that you are or not living 

according to the new covenant.  

How we look to others, pgs. 189 - 193 

It is one thing to know the scriptures and quite another to live them out. It is a challenge each 

of us must work out with the Lord. It is the Holy Spirit that moves us from understanding to 

action. As Ray Stedman often repeats in his book, "nothing coming from us, everything 

coming from God!"; "an understanding of the new covenant that does not drastically alter the 

way of life is a useless thing."; "The new covenant cannot be lived in isolation but must bring 

us into contact with others, both Christians and non-Christians, because authentic Christianity 

is designed for the world as it is."  

2 Corinthians 6:4-8 “But as God’s servants, we have commended ourselves in every way, with 

great endurance, in persecutions, in difficulties, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in 

riots, in troubles, in sleepless nights, in hunger, by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by 

benevolence, by the Holy Spirit, by genuine love, by truthful teaching, by the power of God, with 

weapons of righteousness both for the right hand and for the left, through glory and 

dishonor, through slander and praise; regarded as impostors, and yet true;”  

1. Thinking and praying about the adverse pressures in your life, what has your reaction to 

them said about your character? List all that comes to mind.  
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Notes:  

6:4 we commend ourselves in every way. Not only by victories but also by enduring 

hardship, Paul gives testimony to the truthfulness of his apostolic ministry. (J. I. Packer, Wayne 

Grudem, and Ajith Fernando, eds., ESV Global Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012), 1636.) 

Endurance that endures, pgs. 192-193 

Biblical Definition: Endurance, Strong's Greek 5281.  ὑπομονή hupŏmŏnē, hoop-om-on-ay´; 

from 5278; cheerful (or hopeful) endurance, constancy:—enduring, patience, patient 

continuance (waiting). 

Thayer's Greek Lexicon - in the N. T. the characteristic of a man who is unswerved from 

his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and 

sufferings:  

2. Do you view the pressures of life as an opportunity to endure, with gratitude, knowing it will 

bring glory to God? If this is a challenge for you, what can you do about it?  

 

 

 

Deeper yet, pgs. 195-197 

In addition to what Ray Stedman cites as the meaning behind the following text on page 196, 

the following scriptures are also in view:  

6:7 weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left. The spiritual weapons 

God provides (see Eph. 6:11). Paul may have in mind a weapon for offense (usually a sword, on 

the right; see Eph. 6:17), and one for defense (usually a shield, on the left; see Eph. 6:16). J. I. 

Packer, Wayne Grudem, and Ajith Fernando, eds., ESV Global Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: 

Crossway, 2012), 1637. 

3. Read also, Romans 6:13; 2 Corinthians 4:2, 10:4; Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Thessalonians 5:8. Jot 

down any notes you want to remember.  
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https://ref.ly/Ro6.13
https://ref.ly/2Co4.2
https://ref.ly/2Co10.4
https://ref.ly/Eph6.10-20
https://ref.ly/1Th5.8
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The paradoxical Christian, pgs. 197-201 

4. Pray for Spiritual growth. Praise Him for who He is and His mighty works. Be sure to confess 

any sin the Lord brings to mind, and ask for forgiveness. Using the following prayer as a model 

and in your own words include the elements above: "Father, make me a qualified minister of 

the new covenant. Open my eyes to the full meaning of the truth that Jesus lives in me, by the 

Spirit. Make me hunger and thirst after His righteousness, so that according to your promise I 

might be filled. Amen".  Journal your prayer and anything the Lord communicated to you.  
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This section below, is adapted from How People Grow What the Bible Reveals about 

Personal Growth by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend, Chapter 2, Seeing The Big 

Picture, pgs. 26-40 

Spiritual growth is about coming back into relationship with God and each other and about 

pursuing a pure life. It's about coming back to life, the life that God created people to live. 

Think of it this way:  

God is the source: God created everything that exits, everything that sustains life, then he 

created humankind, but more than that he created life from non-life. This includes bringing 

life to the dead situations in our lives. He is the one who will create and give us life and 

growth.  

Relationship: when God created humankind he put them into relationship, first with him and 

then with each other. "It is not good for man to be alone" (Gen 2:18). Relationship is at the 

core of the way we were created. Before the Fall Adam and Eve were both naked, they felt no 

shame or the need to hid from one another. There was harmony and vulnerability between 

them (intimacy, where people are known at deep levels to one another). Relationships were 

created to be vulnerable and open without duplicity, brokenness or breach.  

God is the Boss: We were to live life, in submission to God, or we would have no life at all. The 

Bible begins with God as the source, relationships as primary, and God as the authority.  

Roles of God and Roles of People: God's role was to provide; our role was to receive. Our role 

was designed to be dependent on God. He provides; we depend and trust. So the role we 

must take in life is not only for dependency, but also against self-sufficiency. We are limited 

creatures, not the Creator, and not self-sustaining as God is. We are limited in our ability to live 

alone, apart from God. We are limited to provide what we need for ourselves without another 

person to relate to. We must depend on the outside for love.  

God's Role Was to Be in Control; Our Role Was to Yield to God's Control of the World and 

to Control Our Self: Our problems come from trying to control things outside of our control, 

and when we try, we lose control of ourselves. Knowing the difference between the things we 

can change and what we cannot change is key and leads us to regaining control of our self. 

God's role is to be in control of the big picture; our role is to be in control of our self and our 

responsibilities. To maintain self-control (Galatians 5:22) 

God Was the Judge of Life: We were to experience life. It was His role to know good from evil 

not ours, in fact He tried to keep us from it. We were to experience all that God had given us in 

pleasure, work, and relationship. But we were never meant to try to become God and judge it.  

https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/Ge2.18
https://ref.ly/Ga5.22
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God made the Rules: He never asked us if we thought His rules were a good idea, we were to 

obey them.  

The Fall Reversed the Order. Satan came along and manipulated Adam and Eve to undo 

God's created order and rebel. Questioning the truth and the consequences for disobedience, 

leading them to believe they would benefit from their decisions, becoming like God. They 

were trying to become more, outside their relationship with God. Instead, they lost their 

relationship with God and reversed His structured order. This is what we do when we try to 

live life apart from God.  

Only through God's redemptive plan is He reconciling all things. He is bringing us back to the 

way it is supposed to be. We are to return to the source of life, to the one who makes life work. 

We are to return to relationship with Him. Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-40 all of the 

commandments can be summed up in the two greatest commandments of loving God and 

loving others. Everything in life depends on these two relationships.  

Return to the Roles 

In redemption we reconcile things to the way they are supposed to be.  

• We become dependent and give up our independent stand before God and others.  

• We give up trying to control things we cannot control and yield to and trust God's 

control. In turn we regain control of ourselves, the fruit of "self-control" 

• We give up playing judge with ourselves and others (judgementalism, condemnation, 

wrath, shaming, and so on) so that we can experience ourselves and others as we 

really are. So... by not being God.  

• We stop redesigning life and making new rules and instead live the life God designed 

us to live. For example, God designed marriage, but humans rewrite the rules to make 

cohabitation or serial monogamy a new design with disastrous consequences. In 

redemption we begin to do it God's way.  

 

https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/Mt22.37-40

