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Week 15 - Authentic Christianity — Chapter X - Our Highest Motivation

Homework Assignment

Paul writes that it is our goal to please God, 2 Corinthians 5:9 “So then whether we are alive or away, we
make it our ambition to please him.” To please God requires faith, Hebrews 11:6 “Now without faith it is
impossible to please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him.”

The problem is to want to do it! | call you out and myself with love and without condemnation, but how
many times have you and | failed to read the scriptures, do our Bible Study or to sit and pray and listen for
God's voice? So, what will move you? You know what God wants from you; you just read it in the
introduction above. You read it in Ray Stedman's book, | hope! More importantly, you read it in the
scriptures.

Section Heading - What will move me? pgs. 158-161

2 Corinthians 5:10-11 (ESV) “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may be paid back according to what he has done while in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore,
because we know the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade people, but we are well known to God, and | hope
we are well known to your consciences too.”

Genesis 22:12 ““Do not harm the boy!” the angel said. “Do not do anything to him, for now | know that you
fear God because you did not withhold your son, your only son, from me.””

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you except to revere him, to
obey all his commandments, to love him, to serve him with all your mind and being, and to keep the
Lord’s commandments and statutes that | am giving you today for your own good?”

Psalms 19:9 “The commands to fear the Lord are right and endure forever. The judgments given by the Lord
are trustworthy and absolutely just.”

Psalm 128:1-6 “How blessed is every one of the Lord’s loyal followers, each one who keeps his commands!
You will eat what you worked so hard to grow. You will be blessed and secure. Your wife will be like a fruitful
vine in the inner rooms of your house; your children will be like olive branches, as they sit all around your
table. Yes indeed, the man who fears the Lord will be blessed in this way. May the Lord bless you from Zion,
that you might see Jerusalem prosper all the days of your life, and that you might see your grandchildren.
May Israel experience peace!”
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Proverbs 1:7 “Fearing the Lord is the beginning of moral knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and

instruction.”

Proverbs 9:10 “The beginning of wisdom is to fear the Lord, and acknowledging the Holy One is

understanding.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Having heard everything, | have reached this conclusion: Fear God and keep his

commandments, because this is the whole duty of man.”

1. In your own words, what does it mean "to fear the Lord"?

Section Heading - The secrets of the heart, pgs. 161-163

2. Where does a healthy "fear of the Lord" come from, and do you have it?

Section Heading - Don't waste it, pgs. 163-164

"The object of the race is to take each step in dependence upon the Spirit of God and not upon the energy of
the flesh."

3. Pray: Ask God in what area of life do you need to depend on His Spirit rather than the energy of your flesh.
Write down what he brings to your mind.
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Section Heading - The supreme motive, pgs. 164-167

4. Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. Meditate on these words. What is your motive to please God?

Section Heading - A trinity of love, pgs. 167-169

5. What is the proper motive for Christian functioning and where does it come from?

Section Heading - A new view, pgs. 169-172

6. Read Acts 7:54-8:3; 9:1-19 for understanding of this section. Thinking about your conversion, how has the

Holy Spirit given you a new view?
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