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Week 14- Authentic Christianity by Ray Stedman - Chapter IX - Time and Eternity

Homework Assignment

In the previous chapter we read that our Christian lives are not without trials and troubles.
The point is that with Christ in us, we can show the world, the power of His Spirit in us, which
enables us to deal with those trials. We demonstrate personal (spiritual) growth that results
from a life lived guided by Christ's Spirit, and in obedience to Him. This is how we walk in the
Spirit. This is what we are called to live out.

We begin this next chapter with Paul describing the "wonders of eternity", "that gives us
grounds for confidence and courage as we face the trials and pressures of the present time:"

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is wearing

away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. For our momentary, light suffering is

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison because we are not

looking at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but
what cannot be seen is eternal.” (pg. 136).

We look forward to the eternal weight of glory that gives us hope and we receive and
surrender to the power within (the Spirit) to help us endure, keeping our eternal prize in sight.

1. Take some time and pray: Ask God, "What do you want me to understand about fixing my
eyes on the unseen, the eternal? Journal all that comes to mind as you listen for God's voice.
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2. Paul is saying that "what we are going through now is only preparing us for something yet
to come." Does this truth change how you view challenges in your life? In what way?

Section heading - The increasing beauty within, pg. 137

3. What are "three aspects of Christian life that indicate that something much greater is
coming"?

Section heading - The authentic Christian view of trials, pgs. 138-139
Let's look at an often-misunderstood verse Ray uses in this chapter:

John 14:2 (NIV) “There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, | would have
told you, because | am going away to make ready a place for you.”

Parallel Versions

John 14:2 (ESV) In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told
you that | go to prepare a place for you?

John 14:2 (KJV) In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:2 (NET) There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, |
would have told you, because | am going away to make ready a place for you.
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This saying of Jesus has confused many because of the King James Version’s use of the word
mansions. In the KJV, John 14:2 says, “/In my Father’s house are many mansions.” The picture
conjured by many who read this is based on common ideas of “mansions” in this world.
“Jesus was not describing physical characteristics of heaven. He was assuring His disciples
that they would have a place—a permanent place—in God’s abode. The Greek word translated
“house” means “an abode,” literally or figuratively, and, by implication, “a family.” The word
translated “mansions” (KJV) or “rooms” (NIV) means literally “abiding (not transitory)
dwelling-places for individuals.” So, putting the Greek words together, Jesus is saying that in
God’s home (heaven) there will be many people in the family of God all abiding together. In
God’s heavenly household, believers will live in the presence of the Lord as a welcome part of
His family. This is quite different from the vision of row upon splendid row of ornate mansions
with manicured lawns.

The Lord assures us that He is preparing a place in heaven for His own, those who have come
to Him in faith. In the meantime, the Holy Spirit prepares the redeemed on earth for their
place in heaven. One day, all those bought with the blood of the Lamb will be part of “a great
multitude that no one could count,” all standing before the throne (Revelation 7:9). Here,

again, the imagery is of multitudes of people together, not individuals living separately in
personalized mansions. (GotQuestions.com)

4. In what ways has the above explanation influenced your understanding how Jesus is
preparing a place for you?

Section heading - The best is yet to be, pgs. 140-141

Paul describes the weight of glory in 2 Corinthians 5:1-4: 1“For we know that if our earthly

house, the tent we live in, is dismantled, we have a building from God, a house not built by
human hands, that is eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this earthly house we groan, because we
desire to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed, after we have put on our heavenly house,
we will not be found naked. 4 For we groan while we are in this tent, since we are weighed

down, because we do not want to be unclothed, but clothed, so that what is mortal may be

swallowed up by life.”
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“we will not be found naked” - STRONGS NT 1131 gumnos: Pronunciation: goom-NOS Original
Word: yupvog; Definition: naked, poorly clothed.

Thayer's Greek Lexicon - speaks of the soul, whose garment is the body, stripped of the body,
without a body: 2 Corinthians 5:3.

Topical Lexicon - Nakedness and Resurrection Imagery - Paul uses the metaphor when contrasting
earthly and resurrection bodies. The seed sown is “a bare kernel” (1 Corinthians 15:37), soon to be
clothed with immortality. Similarly, believers “groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly
dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked” (2 Corinthians 5:2-3). Nakedness

here pictures the intermediate, not-yet-glorified state.

5. What is Paul trying to convey when he refers to our body as a tent?

6. What does Paul mean when he says we have a "building from God, a house not built by
human hands"?

Section heading - The operative principal, pg. 145-147

7. What is it that we are learning now to prepare us to live in eternity?
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