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Chapter VI – The Enemy Within 
Discussion



Recap

Chapter V – Death Versus Life

The law of God, the law of Moses is now written on our hearts rather 
than on tablets of stone.

• Living in our flesh produces death

• Living in the Spirit produces life

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://witzend.me/2009/11/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Life versus death
Life Produces – Spirit produced Death Produces – Flesh produced

Meaning Hate

Worth Selfishness

Fulfillment Fear

Joy Misery

Peace Weariness of spirit

Love Anger

Friendship Hopelessness

Power Frustration

Forbearance (patience) Boredom

Kindness Worry

goodness Hostility

Faithfulness Jealousy

Gentleness Malice

Self-control Loneliness

Depression

Self-pity



The Good News

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free 

from the law of sin and death.”    - Romans 8:1-2

When we make the choice to surrender to the Lordship of Jesus, we are made 
to be in right standing with our Father. We are made righteous! 

Notice we do not earn it. 

“Righteousness is the quality of being acceptable to and 
accepted by God-fully and without reserve. “
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Chapter VI – The Enemy Within

Paul states in 2 Corinthians 3:12, 
“since we have such a hope, we are very bold.” 

We read in the beginning of this chapter of the many veils Christians wear as we negotiate living a Christian life. 
These veils cover something deeper as noted in Ray’s book. Pride and hypocrisy, false modesty, self-
righteousness, impatient spirit, self-justifying spirit, and remoteness.

The key to spiritual growth is to admit our inadequacy so that we can have God’s 
adequacy. The Key is let God take away the veil. 

“if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will 
live.” Romans 8:13



We are picking up our discussion at
Free to live, pg. 96

1. What is the first function of the Spirit?

2. What is the second function?

3. What is our freedom from? 



Function of the Holy Spirit

First function of the Spirit: 
To remove the veil. 

This happens when we turn to the 
Lord. Our turning ends the power of 
the old life or old covenant over us.

Second function of the Spirit: 
To release the resurrected life of 
Jesus in us. Jesus dwells in us 
by His Spirit. 



Freedom

“Now the Lord is the Spirit,” says verse 17, “and where the Sprit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom.”
Freedom from or for what? 
1. Freedom from the veil of hard-heartedness. (John 8:36)

2. Freedom for an obedience to the law that flows from the power of the Spirit 
promised by Jeremiah & Ezekiel. 

3. Free to serve God in the Spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus (Phillipians 3:3)
4. No longer have the Spirit of bondage, but a free sonship (Romans 8:15, Galatians 

4:7)
5. Free from the fear that the Israelites felt in seeing God’s glory unveiled (Exodus 

34:30, 1 John 4:18)



Verse memorization 

Write down 2 Corinthians 3:18

“We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord.” 

Refer to this card and memorize, we will practice reciting it 
to each other next week. 



God is not angry – pgs. 97-99

• How does God view our missteps in our Christian living? 

• How should we view our missteps? 



God is not angry

• God has made full provision for failure
• He anticipates our failures and struggles and defeats
• He expects us to recognize them and return immediately

• We need to thank God for showing us what we are trusting in and allowing 
us to repent and change course.

• We need to recognize that our continual return to God is refining us, 
changing us into his likeness. We should not feel guilt. 

“who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from 
evil” Hebrews 5:14



Growth is a process & The up-and-down life
Pages pgs 99 - 102

How does the illustration of our growth process help your 
understanding of the following: 

1. The condition and transformation of our hearts?

2. The up-and-down life as a believer? 

1. How can you walk in the Spirit in one area of your life and 
in the flesh in another area of life? 



Fighting a battle already won

• Are you encouraged to know the Spirit will never give up the 
battle? 



The more we work and live with the face of Jesus clearly in view, the more quickly we 
find each area of our life being changed into His likeness. We cannot do that work. It 
is, as Paul says, all “from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

Sin doesn’t cancel your adoption

  But it can silence your prayers
Dull your discernment, 

And hand the enemy ground that belongs to Christ.

James 5:16 isn’t casual advice, it’s a weapon of war!
“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”



If there is time this week

Chapter VII – The Enemy Without

Pull out your homework assignments for discussion



Homework

• Memorize 2 Corinthians 3:18

• Re-read 2 Corinthians chapter 4
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